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The Chares-Bell. 
How sweet i* the sound of the church-bell 

To the humble Christian's ear ; 
It cheers his heart as it sweetly tells 

That church time draweth near. 

Its precious sound our zeal inspires, 

And fills our heart with lore, 
Diverts our thoughts from earthly things, 

And carries them above. 

Each Sabbath morn it gently calls 
Each Christian to the bouse ot prayer. 

Oh, may we all its call obey, 
And meet each other there. 

Should we forget the hour ol prayer, 

It faithfully does its part, 
And sends its solemn warnings around 

To awake each careless heart. 

Cheered by its sound, we wend our way 

Unto that sacred place, 
To worship God and humbly pray 

For new supplies of grace. 

But soon our hearts shall cease to hear 

The church-bell's solemn sound ; 
For all who live must shortly die 

And sleep beneath the ground. 

Then let us heed its warning sound, 

Its solercn calls obey, 
Till God shall call ub home to dwell 

With him in endless day. 

Lewis A. Bateson. 

Carthon, Ohio. 
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Paul's Instructions to Women. 

The following iB an extract of a sermon preached 
by the writer, in reply to a sermon, in which it was 
insinuated that the Brethren did not believe in the 
inspiration of the writings of Paul, bectuse they 
did not believe what he taught concerning the at- 
titude of women while engaged in prayer or proph- 
esying. It is given at this time because there 
seems to be a demand for an article on the subject 
treated upon through the Evangelist, and it is 
perhaps as readable in its original form as any oth- 
er. * * * We believe that the Epistolary writ- 
ings, as well as the Gospels and Revelations, are 
the words of inspiration. Paul, the Apostles to 
the Gentiles, spoke as the Oracles of God. His 
letters to the Romans, the Corinthians, the Gala 
tians, the Ephesians, the Thessalonians, the He- 
brews, the Phillippians, and to Timothy and Titus, 
were written by him as a man whose pen was 
gnided by the Spirit of God ; and eyery word and 
overy sentence, and every precept taught in those 
epistles are just what the writer claims for them, 
nothing more and nothing lees.'' 

I predicate my faith in what I believe to be the 
license, liberty, and law unto the Christian women, 
not upon my scepticism regarding the inspiration 
of any of the New Testament writers, but upon 
my faith in the divine authenticity of the Gospel 
and all the epistles. But although the Apostle 
Paul is an inspired writer, as I believe him to he, I 
do not conceal the fact that his words are some- 
times of difficult interpretation and of doubtful 
meaning. As the Apostle Peter also hath declar- 
ed that, "In the epistle of our beloved brother 
Paul are some things hard to be understood, which 
they that are unlearned, and unstable wrest, as 
they do also the scriptures, to their own destruc- 
tion." 2 Pet. 3 : 16. 

It is sometimes said that you can prove any 
thing you want to prove by soriptnre. So you 
can if you disconnect certain passages from what 
precedes and follows, and if you fail to interpret 
the meaning of certain passages without any at- 
tempt to consider them as an harmonious whole. 
Soma of the writings of Paul seem to be self-con- 
tradictory and it is possible to prove the reverse of 
the truth, by considering certain passages regard- 
lesB of any attempt to harmonize the scripture. 
Take for instance Paul's language in 1 Cor. 11, 
where he says a woman praying or prophesying 
with her head uncovered diehonoreth her head, and 
where he plainly teaches that a woman may pray 
and prophesy, and compare this language with 1 
Cor. 14 : 34 wheie we read : "Let your women 
keep silence in the churches," and in 1 Tim. 2 : 11, 
12, "Let a woman learn in silence with all subjec- 
tion, but I suffer not a woman to teach ;" and we 
have language from the inspired apostle that iB 
exceedingly hard to harmonize. 

We eau take the position that it is right for a 


woman to pray anil pitophesyin public, aid we 
can sustain our* position with quotations from 
Paul ; or we can take the position that a woman 
must not take a part in public worship and we 
can also quote Paul's language to sustain this po- 
sition. But Paul, an inspired writer, is not self- 
contradictory when properly understood. Even if 
he were not inspired he was a man of too touch 
intelligence to contradict himself in the ssme letter. 
The sensible and reasonable way to do, is to accept 
that view as right, which is sustained by the teach- 
ing of other scriptures, and not insist on such an 
interpretation that will contradict the scriptures 
in general. With this rule of interpretation io 
view let us proceed to settle the controversy grow- 
ing out of Paul's seemingly contradictory state- 
ments concerning the rights and privileges of 
women professing Godliness. What did the scrip- 
tures in general teach upon this subject? I be- 
lieve that the Christian religion accords to, woman 
greater privileges and immunities tbau they enjoy- 
ed under the Jewish dispensation, and the Hebrew 
women enjoyed greater liberties than was or is ac- 
corded to women in the East outside of the religion 
of the Bible. The Mahometans shut their women 
up in their harems — they keep them veiled, and 
they must not be seen by men other than their 
husbands, fathers and brothers. With the Jewish 
or Hebrew women it was different according to the 
Bible. Jacob saluted Rachel with a kiss in the 
presence of the shepherds, Geu. 29 : 11. Sarah went 
with her face unveiled or the king could not haye 
beheld her beauty, Gen. 12 : 13. Hannah was un- 
veiled when she prayed or Eli could not have be- 
held her lips moving, 1 Sam, 1 : 13. Miriam, the 
sister of Aaron, was a prophetess, Exodus 16 : 20. 
Hnldiih was a prophetess, and dwelt in the college 
at Jerusalem, 2 Kings 22 : 14. Noadiah was an- 
other Nehemiah 6 : 14, and Anna the daughter of 
Phauue) was a prophetess, Luke 2 : 36. 

Under the Christian dispensation, we are inform- 
ed, that the members of Christ's church are a 
Royal Priesthood, a holy people 1 Pet. 2 ; 5, 9. 
This applies to all the members both male and fe- 
rn ah- ; fur under this dispensation there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
fret , but all are one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3 : 28 
and Col. 3 : 11. Under the Gospel dispensation 
there is no destinction of race, sex, or social con- 
dition. 

We have the word of Peter that the prophecy of 
Joel was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. "But 
this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel ; 
and it shall come to pass in the last days, aaith 
God, I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and vour young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams ; and on my servants 
and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those 
days of my spirit ;and they shall prophesy." Acts 
2 : 16-18. It this prophecy was fulfilled as Peter 
says it was, then the spirit of the Lord was poured 
out upon the daughters as well as upon the sons, 
and the daughters did prophesy as well as the sons. 
In Acts 21 : 9 we read that Philip the Evange- 
list had fonr unmarried daughters that did proph- 
esy. Prisctlla in Acts 18, with Aquilia, took 
Apollas to aside and taught him the way of the 
Lord more perfectly. In the last chapter of Ro- 
mans Phebe is mentioned as a helper in the church, 
and several other women are mentioned in the 
same connection. 

Now in view of all these facts, I take the posi- 
tion that Paul was right in recognizing the rights 
of woman ' to pray or prophesy, as he did in the 
eleventh chapter of first Corinthians ; and we must 
node i stand him to teach that the restrictions he 
places on women elsewhere in his epistles, are not 
applicable to woman in general. It seems to me 
that the women wbiob Panl rebuked, and suffered 
not to teach, were women who usurped authority, 
and were unruly and perhaps, vain talkers, whose 
mouths had to be stopped ; just the same as Hyme- 
nias and Philetus were called "profane and vain 
babblers, whose words did eat as a canker whose 
mouths had to be stopped." 

If Paul in his epistles elsewhere teaches that no 
women are allowed to pray or prophesy in public, 
then all be says in 1 Cor. 11, concerning the ap- 


pearance of women praying or prophesying is with- „ 
out meaning, or practical application. But Paul, " 
in that chapter gives direction concerning the ap- 
pearance of the Christian woman when she prays 
or prophesies, and what his teaching is on this sub- n 
ject I shsll attempt to show ; and I assure you that 
there is far leas difficulty in harmonizing Paul's 
teaching in this chapter, in regard to the appear- 
ance of woman while engaged in worshiping, than 
we meet with in our endeavor to reconcile some of 
bis expressions with the idea that woman may not 
take part in public worship at all. 

All that is said concerning the appearance of 
woman in this chapter, relates to her head, and he 
also gives instructions to the man in regard to his 
appearance, in this respect, at the same time. Paul 
says that : A man praying or prophesying should 
bsve his head meowed. 

Paul says : "A woman praying or prophesying 
shall have her head covered." 

He says: "Eyery msn praying or prophesying 
with his bead uncovered dishonoreth his bead." 

He says : "Every woman praying or prophesy- 
ing with her head .uncovered dishonoreth ber head." 

Again he says : "If a man have long hair it is a 
shame unto him." 

And : "If a woman have long hair it is a glory 

unto her, for her hair is given her for a covering," 

(veil.) 
Panl, an inspired apostle, and the only New 

Testament writer who has said anything about the 
matter, says that the hair of the woman is given 
ber for a covering. The hair, (grown long) 1b the 
glory ot the woman, and constitutes the covering 
of her head when she prays and prophesies. And 
as it is a shame lor a man to- have long hair, then 
be should cut his hair short so that he may not 
appear before the congregation of the Lord with 
"his hair hanging down over his shoulders, long, 
like a woman's. 

Now if there were nothing more on this subject 
than what 1 have quoted there might be no occa- 
sion for dispute, but, Paul says, in the 6th and 6th 
verses, "For a woman praying or prophesying with 
her head uncovered dishonoreth ber head, for that 
is all the same as if she were shaven, but if a wo- ** 
man be not cavered, let her also be shorn. But if 
it bo a shsme for a woman to be shorn or shaven 
let her be covered." Now, it is claimed that this 
language precludes the idea that Paul had no oth- 
er covering in view than long hair. For, say 
they, bow could she be shorn or shaven, in addi- 
tion to being uncovered, if the hair, and the hair 
only, is meant when the covering is spoken of. 

If it ia a man who argues the matter, he says : 
"If Paul meant the hair, when he said that a man 
praying or prophesying with his bead covered dis- 
honoreth his bead, then I must pull my hair out." 
I should answer Oh, not good brother, Paul does - 
not tell you to pull your hair out ; he only says 
that it is a shame for a man to have long hair. If 
the man's hair is long as some have it who argue 
that side of the question I would say, No t No t 
don't pull yonr hair out like an Indian, but cut it 
off — it is a shame for a man to wear long hair. 
And if the woman shall say how can I have my 
head shorn or shaven after I have my bead uncov- 
ered, if the covering spoken of by Paul is the hair 
only. I would say, that would be impossible if 
your head was already shingled or shaven, but sup- 
pose it were only cut off short as it was customary 
for men to shear, or poll their hair at that day, so 
it would no longer answer tor a veil, it would then ' 
be possible to shear it still shorter or share the 
bead. Now that I have taken the correct view of 
this matter I shall prove by corroborative, evidence 
found in the divine volume. 

What reason does Paul give that a man's head 
should be uncovered when be prays or prophesies ? 
He gives but one : because he is the image and 
glory of God. But man has always been the image 
and glory ot God. "For God created man alter 
bis own image and likeness, Gen. 1 : 27. 

The ssme reason Paul gives why a man praying 
or prophesying should have his head uncovered un- 
der the Christian dispensation has prevailed 
through all time. If therefore it is wrong for a* 
man to minister in holy things with his head cov- 
ered, under the Christian dispensation it always 
was wrong for him to do so, for he always 
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